October 15, 2019

The regular meeting of Town Council was held on the above date at approximately 6:00 p.m., all
requirements of the Freedom of Information Act having been satisfied.

Present were: Patrick M. O’Neil, Mayor
Chauncey Clark, Mayor Pro-Tem
Sarah Church, Councilmember
Greg Hammond, Councilmember
Tim Reese, Councilmember
Bachman Smith, IV, Councilmember
Kaye Smith, Councilmember

Mayor O’Neil called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and stated the press and public had been
notified in accordance with State Law. There were approximately sixty-five (65) members of the
public present and three (3) members of the media present. Mayor O’Neil led the Pledge of
Allegiance, followed by the invocation by Mayor Pro-Tem Clark.

I. Public Comment: Mayor O Neil opened the floor for public comment.

Norman Khoury, 1728 I’On Avenue- stated that the protected land is a unique
treasure to the island and opposes any cutting.

Gary Visser, 2924 Middle Street- stated that there is no safe way to remove what little
forestation that protects the community and opposes any cutting.

Sarah Diaz, 1325 Middle Street- stated that removing the underbrush could have a
detrimental impact on insect population as well as bird population which will throw
off the balance of the ecosystem.

Mike Walsh, 2530 I’On Avenue- gave a brief report regarding Battery Gadsden
Cultural Center. Mr. Walsh also thanked the Town for their support with the
Osceola’s Muse Theatrical Production.

Roy Williams, 2513 I'On Avenue- stated that we live in an era of rising sea levels,
sinking land and more frequent and intense hurricanes. Mr. Williams added that thick
vegetation is needed to help stop tidal surge and opposes any cutting.
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Mark Howard, 1820 Central Avenue- stated that in 1991, a previous Council voted to
save the maritime forest. Mr. Howard asked Council to have the same foresight and
vote to preserve and protect this land.

Tracy Knisley Hahn, 2662 I’On Avenue- stated that barrier islands are not stable
landforms and supports leaving the maritime forest as is.

Howard Holl, 1808 Atlantic Avenue- stated he supports the preservation of the
vegetation of the Accreted Land for protection, beauty and for the future of the island.

Rob Byko, 2862 Middle Street- asked Council a number of questions regarding
money for ongoing maintenance in the Accreted Land and to perform the new scope
of work.

Karen Byko, 2862 Middle Street- urged Council to create a community wide
resilience plan and to preserve the natural state of the Accreted Land and maritime
forest.

Larry Middaugh, 2420 Raven Drive- expressed concerns regarding the deed of the
protected RC-1 area.

Nathaniel Hoyt, 1724 I"On Avenue- supports preserving and protecting the maritime
forest.

Courtney Somers, 2520 Myrtle Avenue- read a letter from Pat Votava who resides at
2214 Jasper Boulevard. Ms. Votava supports preserving and protecting the maritime
forest.

Amy Hoyt, 1724 ’On Avenue- supports protecting the forest and hopes it will remain
in its natural and untouched state.

Samantha Siegel, Charleston- urged Council to reconsider making changes to the
Accreted Land plan. Ms. Siegel added that the land benefits all of the residents of
Sullivan’s Island and the Charleston area.

Heidi Brown, 405 Station 22 Street- stated that the conservation easement was
created to preserve the forest barrier for the whole islands’ protection during severe
weather occurrences. Ms. Brown supports preserving and protecting the maritime
forest.
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Seth Fisher, 405 Station 22 Street- stated he is against any taxpayer’s dollars being
spent on this new plan and supports preserving and protecting the maritime forest.

Lana Duncan, 3109 Middle Street- agrees with all previous comments regarding
preserving and protecting the maritime forest.

John Winchester, 2720 Brooks Street- supports preserving and protecting the
maritime forest.

Susan Middaugh, 2420 Raven Drive- gave Council a handout. Ms. Middaugh
supports preserving and protecting the maritime forest.

Linda Perkis, 2871 Brownell Avenue- supports preserving and protecting the
maritime forest. Ms. Perkis stated that her end of the island was severely hit during
Hurricane Hugo primarily due to not having the Accreted Land to protect them.

Nancy Carroll Geckler, 1602 Atlantic Avenue- stated that she grew up living in Aiken
during the winter and Sullivan’s Island during the summer. She just had her 75%
summer on the island. Ms. Geckler suggested working with Hitchcock Woods
Foundation plan in Aiken.

Larry Kobrovsky, 402 Seabreeze Lane- stated that the maritime forest is a gift from
God and is the best thing to happen to the island. Mr. Kobrovsky supports preserving
and protecting the maritime forest.

Barbara Spell, 1702 Atlantic Avenue- stated that there are 77 beach front homes and
approximately 900 homes that are not beach front. What happens on the Accreted
Land affects those 900 homes especially in terms of resiliency. Ms. Spell asked
Council to vote against the motion and to engage in an open, deliberate and careful
process of managing the irreplaceable and invaluable resource.

Alice Morrisey, 1652 Thompson Avenue- sang a song to save paradise and supports
preserving and protecting the maritime forest.

Tippy Brickman, Station 26.5- stated that Council was voted into office to get rid of
the non-indigenous post-Hugo growth that is full of coyotes, rats, snakes and poison
ivy. Ms. Brickman added she has never seen one person stroll through the maritime
forest because it is filled with rats, snakes and garbage. She urged Council to not slow
down the process.
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